








Wrong Emphasis 
J didn't like the 


{pril People Who Do 
Things’ article. In the first place, it isn't fair 
to the persons written up to imply that they 
have done something big, when any one of 
them would be first to say that God alone gets 
the credit. In the second place 
the Ipril article this 
saving someone at the last minute when they 
call on Him for help is abnormal so far as 
Christian experience is concerned and should 
not be emphasized. In the great majority of 
cases people who are saved at the last minute 
do not live to serve the Lord. 

Dallas, Texas Arthur Briggs 
Justification for the article is that in this case, 
he did.— Editors 


concerning 


business of the Lord 
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Likes “Verbal Inspiration” 
We should have more articles like the one by 
Allan MacRae on “What Verbal Inspiration 
Means.” Jt is excellent. Where did you get 
that squib “Afraid to Witness?” (April is 
sue)? Jf you wrote it, congratulations; but 
you should have had some kind of by-line 
on it 

Paul Beckwith 
This item came from “Henceforth,” published 
by the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
(40c).—€d. 
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Wants New Name 

Tve been writhing for a long time over one 
thing about HIS, and that is the name. J think 
it is sort of sacrilegious. Then, too, it sounds 
so arrogant, as though other magazines may 
be O.K., but THIS one is HIS. And, while I'm 
at it, why not change the cover to make it a 
bit more distinctive? 
Chicago, Illinois George Trout 
+ » 


Optical Illusion! 

Jt was good to meet Stacey Woods again via 
April cover of HIS. But is it customary for 
men to wear handkerchiefs on the right-hand 
side? ] was just wondering what happened. 
Monmouth, Oregon Ruth Denney 





If the title of the article on the opposite 
page seems a bit cynical, the springtime motif 
on the cover is a good antidote. The truth lies 
somewhere between. 

Cover illustration by Harold M. Lambert 
Page 18 illustration from Acme Newspictures. 
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The writer of this article is not a misogomist. 
He is happily married and the father of two 
children. But be sees tragedy ahead for young 
people who spend an unwholesome amount of 
time and thought worrying about ‘‘dates’’- 
and miss God's best. 


oa 


Y PRING is the time when many with 
KW’ stars in their eyes experience that 
“first fine careless rapture” and are sure 
they are in the Lord’s will in announcing 
their engagement to be married. Both he 
and she are Christians. Each has that 
ecstatic heart-throbbing sensation at see- 
ing the other, and, what’s more, they 
have prayed about it. 

Yet it doesn’t last. They agree to dis- 
agree. 

And all the easy-going Christians in 
their circle of friends condone their sin 
by saying, “Yes, it is much better to find 
out now than when it is too late.” And, 
too often, sentimental parents who are 
themselves still emotional adolescents, 
instead of dealing faithfully with their 
children, lay the ground for another 
such mishap. 

A broken engagement between Chris- 
tian young people indicates that some- 
where along the line one, perhaps the 
two, have disobeyed God. 

Either they entered into an engage- 
ment in which they did not have the 
mind of the Lord or they failed to seek 
His will with a pure heart. In separating 
from one another they may have been 
out of His will. Perhaps they never even 
prayed together about their responsibil- 


Don't Cry to Get Married 


by Charles Stilwell 






ity to one another before separating. 
Today there is a tendency to regard an 
engagement between a man and a wom- 
an with a casualness which augurs ill for 
moral character and Christian honor. 
Many of us know those whose lives have 
been greatly saddened, sometimes 
spoiled, because of the unprincipled fick- 
leness of the unfaithful party in a broken 
engagement. 

A cause for this instability may be the 
ideals imbibed by many boys and girls 
in their teens. The influence of worldly 
standards is unprotested, even condoned, 
in some Christian homes. Radio pro- 
grams, magazines, comic papers, school 
life—all are geared to the boy friend 
girl friend concept. 

Christian young people who are 
strongly group-conscious accept these 
standards, with the result that instead 
of healthy friendliness between groups 
of boys and girls there are “steady 
dates” between young people who ought 
to be making much wider social con- 
tacts. This sort of thing may debar young 
people from realizing God’s best for 
their lives. 

But what should be the attitude of 
Christian young people? Can we know 
the will of God in these affairs of the 
heart? 

Yes, we can, provided we meet God's 
conditions for guidance. However, there 
is nothing in the Scriptures to suggest 
that a Christian can lead an undisci- 
plined emotional life, patterning thought 
and desire and sometimes behavior after 








the standards of the world, and then sud- 
denly expect God to intervene to pre- 
vent an engagement or a marriage not 
according to His will. 

We must recognize that our hearts are 
“deceitful above all things, and desper- 
ately wicked.” Possibly it is more diffi- 
cult to be sure of God's leading where 
the heart and the emotions are intensely 
involved than in any other sphere of 
human life. We can so easily deceive 
ourselves. We can long for a thing or a 
person so ardently that we make our- 
selves believe that what we desire is 
God's will for us. 

There is much in the Bible concerning 
the blessedness of marriage, the family 
and the home, God even using these 
relationships to illustrate the intimate 
perfection of the relationship between 
believers and their Lord. Yet nowhere 
does the Bible teach that, for a Christian, 
marriage should be desired and sought 
after as an end in itself. St. Paul wrote 
rather to the contrary in I Corinthians, 
chapter 7. It is well to remember that 
this is part of the divine revelation, al- 
though not “by commandment.” Some 
Christians, handling the Word of God 
deceitfully, have even suggested that this 
passage can be ignored. 

The Biblical ideal and standard seems 
to be that Christian men and women 
should live wholly and solely for God, 
seeking first and foremost the Kingdom 
of God and His righteousness. In the 
wholehearted pursuit of the will and 
glory of God, the Holy Spirit will lead 
most men and women together in mar- 
riage. Such a God-directed union will 
redound to the greater glory of God and 
will result in untold joy and satisfaction 
for the two people concerned. This is a 
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very different matter from Christians 
secking marriage as a matter of course 
as the fulfillment of their chief ambition, 
seeking to bend the will of God to their 
dominating self-interest. 

Good common sense as well as an 
honest seeking of the will of God is 
necessary here as in all matters of life. 
God gave us our minds to be used. If we 
lack wisdom we are urged to ask for it. 
My professor in psychology used to say 
that some people show more good sense 
in choosing a mate for their cow than 
they do for themselves. How many pas- 
tors and missionaries have had their min- 
istry hampered, perhaps ruined, by mar- 
rying a pretty face and a shallow charac- 
ter. 

Tripartite man is body, soul and spir- 
it, and compatability on these three lev- 
els is ideal. For the Christian the essen 
lial standard of desirability is the spit 
itual standard—Christlikeness. In pray- 
ing about marriage subject to the will 
of God, why not pray for one truer, 
purer, nobler, more spiritual and more 
Christlike than you are? Then govern 
your social life with becoming restraint. 

Too many Christian young men and 
women are failing to live lives in the 
power of the Holy Spirit because of an 
unhealthy sensitiveness and awareness 
of every girl and boy whom they meet 
as a possible life partner. Too much time 
is spent by Christian girls in foolish dis- 
cussion of boys; by fellows, of girls. 

Some Christian young women feel 
that they are social outcasts because they 
do not have the “scalps” of a number of 
young men, or at least someone with 
whom they are “going steady.” Genuine 
Christian friendliness and normal social 
courtesies and association between girls 


and fellows is something quite different, 
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These University of Mexico students offer the same missionary opportunities 


as do students on our own campuses. 


Make This Summer Count 


Learn Spanish at the University of Mexico 
by Edward Pentecost 


Like to travel, see new country—and go to 
school? Why not learn Spanish this summer 
at the University of Mexico—and tell stu 
dents there what Christ means to you? 


aa 


| HAD been so afraid of going ahead 
of the Lord that I am afraid I really 
trailed behind. 

Then I heard a chapel speaker say 
something that has meant much to me 
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since: “Faith says that the Lord will 
close doors as well as open them.” This 
led me to make an attempt to go to the 
University of Mexico to begin studying 
the Spanish I will need later, perhaps as 
a missionary in Latin America. | prayed 
that if it were not the Lord’s will, He 
would close the way to my going. Mean- 
while I went ahead and made plans to 
go just as though I had the substance 

























with which to go, knowing that if it 
were His will He would provide that 
substance. If not, the door would be 
closed. 


It was the Lord’s will, and the way 
wonderfully opened up, and last summer 
1 went. Most of the time was spent in 
the University of Mexico Summer 
School. It was my privilege to contact 
several students from the School of 
Medicine there, and to have some bless- 
ed fellowship with them. 


I found a group of believers in that 
school who knew the Lord and loved 
Him, though there is opposition which 
is hard to overcome and for which they 
desperately need the prayers of true 
Christian students in this country. They 
have no Inter-Varsity work to which to 
turn, and anything that is done has to 
be done on their own initiative. 


I lived with one of the leaders among 
the Christians in that school, and he told 
me some of the problems: 

He was a student from a poor home, 
but was doing his best to get through 
school, that he might use his medical 
knowledge and practice, not only to help 
his own people physically, but that he 
also might be used of the Lord to win 
souls for Him. He was not waiting until 
he should finish his course, but there at 
the university was testifying and speak- 
ing to others concerning their souls. 

In addition to his witness to fellow- 
students, whenever he could, he would 
get up at 4:30 a.m. Sunday morning, 
take a bus out into the country to the 


Ed Pentecost is a graduate of Hampden-Syd- 
ney College and is now studying at the Dallas 
Theological Seminary. 





end of the road and then walk over high 
mountains for a distance of 5 miles to go 
to a village of some 2,000 inhabitants 
where there was one family of Chris- 
tians, to teach them the Word and speak 
to others who might find their way to the 
little building. Such is the zeal of some 
of the believers in that country. 


We who have experienced fellowship 
in our Christian life find it hard to real- 
ize what it would mean if this were taken 
away from us, and we had to live more 
or less alone. No prayer with others, no 
praise services with others, no intimate 
fellowship, no rejoicing with others over 
work accomplished. So it was with those 
who love the Lord at the medical school. 


The medical student already men- 
tioned wanted to have fellowship with 
others of the university, and other stu- 
dents felt the same need, and with this 
desire it would be the natural thing for 
them to find one another, and to arrange 
to meet. To have, in practice, just what 
an Inter-Varsity Fellowship group would 
have in this country. They called a pre- 
liminary meeting, where fellows of dit- 
ferent denominational ties could gather 
for that Christian fellowship which was 
so sorely needed. The school permitted 
it, but opposition arose from those whom 
we would think would encourage it. 
There might have been fifteen whu 
would have joined in this effort, and 
would have enjoyed it thoroughly, and 
grown thereby. But discouragement 
came, opposition, and the Fellowship 
was not organized. 


We can little realize what this failure 
may mean, and the need to pray for our 
brothers in the Lord in that country 
comes to us with great force, that the 
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Lord may bring about a means of real 
Spiritual fellowship for them. 


The University there is divided up 
into different schools, each having its 
own buildings separate from the others. 
We could not get out to the, other 
schools, but I am sure we should find 
the same conditions existing within their 
doors. A field ready, but in need. 


Learn to Learn Languages 
by Stephen Slocum, Ph.D. 


Going to be a missionary? Seasoned mission- 
aries claim the Wycliffe summer school can 
save years of language struggle by teaching 
the scientific principles of reducing an un 
written language to writing. 


A THOUSAND languages and dialects 
have yet to be conquered before 
those who speak them can be effectively 
won for Christ. 


Until quite recently, the difficulty of 
mastering an unknown and unwritten 
tongue made the work of a pioneer mis- 
sionary in a new field a hard and uphill 
road to travel. However, within the last 
quarter century, and especially within 
the last ten years, the scientific study 
of speech has developed a new and high- 
ly specialized field of knowledge known 
as scientific linguistics. This discovery 
has opened up vast fields for Christian 
students with specialized training. 


One of the fundamental discoveries 
is that speech patterns are not haphaz- 
ard, but that all languages, written or 
unwritten, may be grouped into families, 
as in the plant and animal kingdoms. 
This classification of tongues according 
to the form and function of their speech 
patterns is called, by reason of its bio- 


logical analogy, the morphology of lan- 
guage. 


In addition to such scientific analysis 
ot speech, modern linguistics has devel- 
oped the science of phonetics, which 
telescopes the length of time required to 
teach or learn a language, and also the 
science of phonemics, which differenti- 
ates between sounds which are vital to 
meaning, and those which are non-es- 
sential variations of speech. 


As yet there are only two or three 
graduate schools where this new and 
highly technical subject of linguistics 
may be studied. But since 1933, a special 
school devoted entirely to linguistics has 
been growing up under the inspiration 
of a world-wide missionary vision. This 
was named Camp Wycliffe in token of 
its mission, but in order to define the 
time and nature of its work more defi- 
nitely, it is also called the Summer In- 
stitute of Linguistics. In 1943 Camp 
Wycliffe had an enrollment of 123 stu- 
dents, representing many denominations, 
as well as various mission boards and 
independent agencies, and hundreds of 
its graduates are scattered today in pio- 
neer mission fields around the world. 


This coming summer of 1944, Camp 
Wycliffe will convene as last year at 
Bacone College, Muskogee, Oklahoma, 
which has been found to be a convenient 
assembly point for the continental Uni- 
ted States. The course will consist of 
eleven weeks of intensive language train- 
ing in the science of phonetics, phonem- 
ics, and the morphology and syntax of 
unwritten tongues, and will extend from 
the last week in June until the latter 
part of August. Present indications war- 


rant the prospect of the largest attend- 
ance in its history. 

Mission boards are increasingly re- 
commending the time-saving value of 
such a summer’s work for all missionary 
candidates, whether or not they intend 
to work among a tribe whose language 


has not yet been written. 

Those with a missionary vision may 
obtain information as to requirements 
for admission and expenses (which are 
small) by addressing the Summer Insti- 
tute of Linguistics, 1305 North Louise 
Street, Glendale 7, California. 
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How | Won My Roommate to Christ 


by Dr. F. H. Farrington 
Pastor, Ravenswood Baptist Church, Chicago 


I ATTENDED Howard College as a min- 
isterial student. Howard is located 
about six miles from the heart of Birm- 
ingham, Alabama, on the east side of the 
city. At that time it was in the suburb 
called East Lake, which was located right 
along the side of Red Mountain. 

It was no small stunt to climb that 
mountain side, though this was often 
done by groups of students out for a 
lark. 

It was on one such climb that the 
passage of Scripture came to my mind, 
‘And Jesus arose early in the morning, 
away before day, and went up into the 
mountain to pray.” | remembered it all 
day long and through the evening. That 
night, after retiring, | made up my mind 
to imitate Christ and go up on the moun- 
tain to pray. 

| had heard a minister preach on 
prayer. He had suggested making an 
altar of stones, each stone a prayer. This 
thought seemed to seize upon my mind, 
and right there, before going to sleep, 
| made up my mind to build such an 
altar of stones, each stone a prayer. 

So the next afternoon, alone, | 
climbed up on the side of Red Mountain 


and found a spot just beyond a little 
brook that flowed down the mountain 
side. Having prayed, | took a stone from 
the bed of the stream and placed it near 
my prayer retreat. Thus began my altar 
of stones. 

At that time Howard had a unique 
custom. An unsaved student was given 
as a roommate to each ministerial stu- 
dent, with the hope that the ministerial 
student would lead him to Christ. My 
roommate was Wade Clyatt. His parents 
had told him they were praying that he 
would become a Christian while at col- 
lege. Many were the talks and references 
to becoming a Christian in our constant 
contacts as roommates. 

But | seemed to get nowhere. 

So, one day, in somewhat of a spirit 
of desperation, I invited him to go up 
the mountain side with me, not telling 
him just where | was going. As we 
passed over the little brook, I selected a 
stone. He noticed it and picked up one 
himself, seeming to think I was going to 
throw it at something. Instead of doing 
that, | walked up to a pile of stones just 
beyond and placed it there. 

Then | said to him, “Wade, this is my 
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altar of prayer. And | have built it by 
placing a stone here each time I have 
come to pray.” 


He said, “Do all these stones mean a 
prayer?” 


When | told him they did, he seemed 
deeply impressed. We had prayer to- 
gether, but he declined to pray. 

On the way back he didn’t have a 
word to say. However, I noticed that 
from then on, he seemed to have a dif- 
ferent attitude toward me, one of quiet 
respect, that was easily discernible. And 
so the incident passed. 

One Sunday night, soon after that, | 
was standing outside my dormitory in 
the bright moonlight shining through the 
trees, when I saw someone coming 
toward me. It was Wade. He came up 
to me, threw his arms around me and 


wept—his whole body in a quiver of 
emotion. 

When he could speak he said, “Frank, 
I am truly converted and you have led 
me to Christ. Now come with me. I am 
going to start an altar of stones, and | 
want you to help me dedicate it to God.”’ 

It would be impossible for me to de- 
scribe the ecstasy of my soul that hour. 
Heaven seemed to come down and fill 
me with a joy that simply beggars de- 
scription over “just one” soul that was 
found. 

Neither can | describe the letter I re- 
ceived from his parents in their effort 
to thank me for my part in Wade’s sal- 
vation. 

I have never ceased to thank God, 
either, especially because that autumn, 
instead of returning to college, Wade 
took sick and died. 


Praying Congressmen 


According to Charles F. Eisenmayer, of Los Angeles, Chris- 
tian members of Congress in Washington meet together every 
Wednesday morning for breakfast and prayer. At one meeting 
20 legislators testified as to what Christ had done for them. One 
Senator said that he had a prayer meeting with his office staff 


every morning. 


Religious Digest 


Christian Profs Need Boldness Too 


Former President Dwight, of Yale, was discussing academic freedom. “It 
has always been my experience,” he said, “that those teachers who are religious 
never mention it in the classroom, whereas those who are antagonistic to re- 
ligion are always talking about it to the students.” 

From William Lyons Phelps in his Autobiography 
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MC Y “Prayer Book’ ‘ Helfrs Me Pray 


by Wilbur Siddons 


(ioe home work and extra-cur- 
ricular activities have no difficulty 
in keeping students busy. To save time, 
Christian students are strongly tempted 
to abbreviate their personal devotions 
and consequently fall easy victims to 
spiritual relapse. 

Such was my condition until I was 
led to a simple remedy. 

Unrest and dissatisfaction had accom- 
panied my devotional life for several 
months because I knew that I was doing 
so little with it. The problem of time ap- 
peared to be the main cause of failure. 
Actually that wasn’t the reason at all. A 
Christian who really loves the Lord Ras 


owner 


Wilbur Siddons is a student at the Northern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 


little difficulty finding time to fellow- 
ship with the Object of his affection. 
The basic problem was my relationship 
to Christ. Just as soon as I had set my 
heart on Him, my hills of difficulties 
began to smooth out. 


My longing for companionship with 
Him made me seek better methods. Af- 
ter praying “teach me to pray,” | talked 
with fellow students whose lives were 
clearly showing that they spent much 
time alone with God. From counselling 
with them I learned that each of these 
students had some form of written mem- 
oranda for prayer requests or covenants. 
One used a large loose-leaf note book 
and hymn books along with his Bible 
in his daily three-hour devotional per- 


iod. 








These students were so sure of the value 
of some kind of prayer list that | began 
a “prayer book” of my own. 


My prayer book is a loose-leaf note- 
book four by six inches. On the first 
page I have written this: 

“If ye, then... know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your Father which is in Heaven give 
good things unto them that ask Him? 

—Jesus Christ 


The purpose of this manual is for further 
enrichment of the soul, a guide for inter 
cession for others as well as for myself, and 
a proof that God hears and answers prayer. 

The first section of my book is devo- 
ted solely to studies in prayer by various 
Christian leaders and teachers. One of 
the most important aspects of the prayer 
life is brought out in one of these studies 
oy Dr. P. B. Fitzwater when he says: 

Our Lord explicitly teaches in His first 
great lesson on prayer that the praying sup 
pliant must above all else cultivate the habit 
of absolute aloneness with God in the closet 
or closed chamber of communion” (Matthew 
6:6). 

| go through these studies from time 
to time as a self-inventory. Under the 
heading The Conditions of Prevailing 
Prayer | have listed these nine truths 
with their Scriptural text-proof: the 
need for judging and forsaking sin; for 
proper spiritual motives; for a forgiving 
spirit; for importunity and perseverance; 
for asking in accordance with God's 
will; for asking in faith; for asking in 
His name; for abiding in Christ; and for 
obedience. 


The second section is devoted to my 
prayer list. At first the list consisted 
mostly of names of friends, but I added 
to this rapidly. I do not add freely to it 
now. When someone glibly asks me, 
“Pray for me, will you?” I do not pro- 
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mise to put them on my prayer list. | 
only add to my list that which I am con- 
vinced belongs there—that which God 
places on my heart. This list finally be- 
came so long that | was compelled to 
divide it in such a way that | could pray 
over part of it each day. Now I have 
a page for each day in the week with a 
classification of prayer items: 


Sundays: missionaries who are in all 
parts of the world. 


Mondays: pastors, evangelists, Chris- 
tian administrators and teachers. 


Tuesdays :churches, Christian schools, 
and missions. 


Wednesdays: saved relatives, saved 
friends, and my Sunday School class 
members. 


Thursdays: a special list of the lost 
for whom | continually pray. 


Fridays: Christian Jews and those 
who are in authority. 


Saturdays: many things pertaining di- 
rectly to myself and my family. 


This list, of course, is a guide not a 
law. Many days I deviate from it, or add 
to it. The list is only a help and is a re- 
minder to me when | am so pressed that 
| might forget someone or something 
for whom or for which I should pray. 

The final section is a statistical record 
of answers to prayer. The list includes 
special requests for which I am _ bur- 
dened, the date on which I began that 
prayer and the time God answered that 
prayer request. | always receive a great 
thrill when | read over that list, espe- 
cially noticing that after four years of 
praying for a sister-in-law, God won- 
derfully saved her. 


VM 


This section has a three-fold benefit. 
It is a vital, personal record of God’s 
faithfulness in answering prayer; it en- 
courages me to continue interceding for 
others; and it prevents me from praying 
meaninglessly and purposelessly. It acts 
as a reminder that “in His name” means 
harmony with God’s will. 


This book, of course, is only a part 
of the methods and materials used. The 
“quiet hour” should include more than 
prayer to God. But this book has been 
wonderfully blessed by God to correct 
many of my faults and weaknesses, to 
build up my prayer life and to help me 
appreciate more the matchlessness of 
God’s grace in my Lord, Jesus Christ. 


New Kind of Missionaries Needed 


[_] Teachers 
[_] Engineers 


[_] Doctors 
[_] Mechanics [_] Ete. 


[_] Business Men 


by Reaneth 1. Taylor 


it Bice onward sweep of the Russian 
armies toward Germany and the 
evidently imminent invasion of Germany 
from other directions makes it urgent 
that the Christians in America be pre- 
pared to act when the war in Europe 
ends. 


Many missionary leaders have ex- 
pressed their belief that at the conclu- 
sion of the war there will be missionary 
opportunities such as the church has 
never seen before. 

Yet, there are possibilities that evan- 
gelical missionaries may be less able to 
operate after the war than before. 

For instance in Europe. Russia rather 
than Britain seems destined to dominate 
Europe. Even before the war evangelical 
Christians of the Balkans were being se- 
verely persecuted. 1600 Baptist churches 
in Rumania are reported to have been 
closed since 1938. If these nations now 


fall under the domination of Russia, the 
nation that has so clearly demonstrated 
its hatred of God and of Christianity, 
the Bible and missionaries—what are the 
chances for the doors to be thrown wide 
open to Christian missionaries? 


Reports have been in circulation that 
Russia’s attitude toward religion has 
changed and become more liberal. The 
source of this rumor is questioned. A 
few months ago, on the contrary, a high 
Soviet official was asked for permission 
to allow the circulation of Scriptures to 
war prisoners and replied that “both of- 
ficially and personally” this was consid- 
ered undesirable and could not be per- 
mitted. 


Spain has closed the Protestant 
churches, burned the Bibles and is per- 
secuting evangelical Christians with se- 
verity. There is little reason to hope 
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for a change of attitude there at war’s 
end. 


South America is already largely 
closed, to new Protestant missionaries 
especially. The good neighbor policy is 
being strongly presented to U. S. State 
Department officials as demanding the 
exclusion of Protestant missionaries be- 
cause they are an insult to the culture 
of these Roman Catholic countries. 
Evangelical missionaries, contend the 
Roman Catholic ecclesiastics, are causes 
of disturbance. The evident need for 
hemispheric solidarity after the war, as 
during it, may make this argument sound 
even more plausible unless the charge 
is impartially investigated. 

The Japanese officials have no alter- 
native but to despise the foreign mis- 
sionary and his anti-Shintoist propa- 
ganda. The Japanese government being 
so intimately associated with religion, 
any direct or indirect attack on the state 
religion is an attack on the Imperial 
Japanese government. When Japan is 
defeated and a pro-foreign puppet gov- 
ernment is formed, it is possible that 
the Japanese authorities themselves, or 
Allied military authorities and political 
advisors will feel that for the sake of 
stability of the new government, as much 
as possible of the old ought to be re- 
tained and that the populace ought not 
to be excited into internal divisions and 
persecutions by a foreign religion. 

A further problem which should not 
be dismissed is the opposition of liberal 
churchmen to the program of the evan- 
gelical gospel messenger. 

Many of these men honestly feel that 
evangelical missionaries are doing more 
harm than good. They have no use for 
what they regard as outmoded theologi- 
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cal dogma of the substitutionary atone- 
ment. Rather, they would find the best 
in the religions now practiced by others 
as a basis for further moral coaching. 
That such liberal leaders could seri- 
ously hinder evangelical action is indi- 
cated by the present problem faced by 
evangelicals on U. S. radio networks. 


It has been assumed by some that the 
“Four Freedoms” of the Atlantic Char- 
ter are sufficient guarantee of the pro- 
gress of missions after the war. Actually, 
as pointed out in a recent issue of World 
Dominion, the “Four Freedoms” were 
never a part of the Atlantic Charter, 
but were stated by President Roosevelt 
to Congress on January 6, 1941. The 
second freedom is the freedom of every 
person to worship God in his own way 

. . everywhere in the world. This hope 
of the President’s is of course only a 
hope and personal aim, and does not 
commit the United States government 
nor could it commit any other govern- 
ment such as Russia. 

Nine months later President Roose- 
velt and Mr. Churchill stated certain 
common principles in the national poli- 
cies of their respective countries which 
they hoped would bring about a better 
post-war world. The only reference to 
freedom was in the sixth which states: 

“Sixth, after the final destruction of 
Nazi tyranny, they hope to see estab- 
lished a peace which will afford to all 
nations the means of dwelling in safety 
within their own boundaries and which 
will afford assurance that all men in all 
lands may live out their lives in freedom 
from fear and want.” 

There is no mention of freedom of 
speech and religious liberty. And no 
basis for assurance of recognition of 


religious liberty in peace treaties is found 
there. 


In reply to this uncertainty and to the 
potential threats outlined it can be said: 


1. That missionaries are still going 
out to Africa and probably will contin- 
ue to do so; China will probably be as 
favorable to missionaries after the war 
as before; Russia, Spain, South America 
and Japan might unexpectedly become 
open territory for missionaries. Prepara- 
tions ought to continue. 


2. If much of the world does remain 
closed ‘to the missionary, God is able 
to open the world to them. Prayer is 
the key. 


3. It may be necessary for mission- 
aries as well as Christian nationals to 
face persecution and martyrdom as they 
enter forbidden countries with the gos- 
pel. 

4. In some of these closed countries, 
especially Russia, there are multitudes 
of Christians. They are able to go for- 
ward to evangelize their own nations 
without missionary belp. This does not 
mean missionaries should not enter if 
they can. 


5. Nations closed to missionaries will 
be open to Christian business men, en- 
gineers, chemists, doctors, nurses, etc. If 
missionaries cannot carry forth the gos- 
pel to South America and Tibet it may 
be that men trained in a secular field 
will be welcomed and will have oppor- 
tunity to have wide contacts for giving 
out the gospel. 


Even now Afghanistan is asking for 
American teachers, mechanics, engi- 
neers, doctors and others who will be 
welcomed helpers in the physical devel- 
opment of that Mohammedan country 
so long closed to the gospel. Missionar- 
ies are not wanted. But professional men 
with one aim—to tell of Christ while do- 
ing their secular job in the best possible 
way—such men can go where the mis- 
sionary must stay out. 


Christian students ought to awaken 
to the imperative need for prayer that 
the hopes of unparalelled missionary op- 
portunity after the war will be fulfilled. 
But if God orders otherwise, closed fields 
will still be open to those trained to 
enter through other than missionary 
gates. 


Post War Planning Now 


For some time now attempts have been made in Egypt to introduce anti- 
missionary legislation. These attempts are likely to continue. 


—World Dominion 


x WW 


Southern Baptists have applied for a license for a short-wave broadcasting 
station powerful enough to broadcast the gospel to the whole world. 


—Overthere 
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The Sinners Friend 


by Lois Rowe 


od tens was a dinner given some few years ago in Simon’s 

house. (The Pharisee, you know.) Simon was ever one to 
make a fuss; we never thought he’d ask some one of us. Arid 
Simon, he was proud, and cumbered with his task; he must 
have worried as to whom to ask to share his meal that day. 
To have the best was ever Simon’s way. 


Well, he called in his friends, and then he sent to ask a 
simple Carpenter. (A good one at his task, but yet a Naza- 
rene, and lowly, too; we all were curious what the man would 


do. ) 


And Jesus went, and sat down there to meat; but Simon 
brought no water for His feet, though Simon thought no 
courtesy too great for others in his company. The men of 
state whom he called in to share his festive board he kissed, 
and on their heads the oil he poured. At this discourtesy we 
common men were vexed, and two of us stayed near to see 
what next the Carpenter would have to say. To let a wrong 
pass by was not His way. 


S saw the curtains first. Down near the end of that 
long table where ““The Sinners’ Friend” (’twas that they called 
this Nazarene Reformer, too) reclined, they had the hangings 
all of blue. These hangings moved a bit. A silence fell. A 
woman stood there weeping. Somewhere far, a bell was sound- 
ing, and my friend said softly, “Deep within the hills around, 
some shepherd seeks his sheep.” 


Then I looked back, and suddenly I knew the woman. If 
the tales were true, it was a wonder that they let her in, for 
she was pretty badly gone in sin. At Jesus’ feet she let her 
heavy, silken locks of hair fall down. Her alabaster box (a 
lovely thing and almost without price) she opened in His 
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honor. In a trice she had anointed Him and kissed His feet. 
And still “The Friend of Sinners” kept His seat. The woman 
wept and knelt before Him there and wiped His tired feet 
with heavy hair. And all were waiting for His stern rebuke 
to fall upon the woman. Dr. Luke, who sat beside Him, later 
said “twas true that Jesus knew the woman through and 
through. 


eri. in the silence His voice—like the sea: simple, but 


strong of accent—‘Simon, I’ve somewhat to say to thee.” 





And Simon turned, surprised: “Master, say on.” (It was 
the strangest sight I ever looked upon.) Jesus then told that 
parable you know—about two debtors, and the much forgiven. 
He told it as a prophet tells of Heaven. 


Then said He, “Simon, see this woman touch my feet with 
all her gratitude? She oweth much. And great her thankful- 
ness she showeth all.” (The Pharisee’s proud eyes began to 
fall before what Jesus said.) “Thou gavest Me no oil upon 
My head.” (Simon half-rose from his reclining seat.) “Thou 
gavest Me no water for My feet.” The crowning accusation 
then was this (Simon stood up)—“Thou gavest Me no kiss.” 
. . . The woman had made up for all the Pharisee’s unkind- 
nesses. 


- then turned to the woman before all the men who 
sat at meat, and, like a voice from Heaven, we heard Him 
say, “Thy sins, which are so many, are forgiven.” 


She loved Him much; she showed her love to all when 
at His feet she let her ointment fall. My friend said gently, 
“°Tis like Deity to speak forgiveness with such piety.” 


My eyes were full of tears that made them dim. I knew 
I only wished to follow Him. And, be that as it may, I know 
He’s been my Saviour since that day; and all my worship, 
service, love—on earth as unto Heaven—has been for Him. 
. . . I, too, am much forgiven. 























| Am Not Afraid To Die 


by Lieuvt.-Col. S. K. B. Rice 


(Since died as a result of wounds) 


| AM writing from a trench in a war 
zone. 

This is a word from a soldier to other 
soldiers, and especially from a soldier 
at the front to other soldiers at the front. 
It has only one aim—to discuss in the 
simplest terms possible the salvation of 
a man’s soul, One thing that you and | 
want to know, actually and personally, 
is whether we have an eternal future of 
bliss or of anguish, whether our desti- 
nation is Heaven or Hell. 
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There are two ways in which a man 
at the front can approach these ques- 
tions. He can either put them deliber- 
ately out of his mind by an effort of his 
will, or he can face them and think the 
situation out. In ordinary life a third 
way is perhaps possible, for the ques- 
tion may hardly make itself heard in the 
peaceful surroundings of life in a civi- 
lized country. But for us in a war zone, 
wherever it may be, with instant death 


a possibility at any moment for days 




















and nights at a stretch, these questions 
are imminent and must either be faced 
or knowingly put aside. 


The next inquiry is whether it is any 
use to face the matter. In other words, 
if a man puts the question to himself: 
‘Am I bound for Heaven or Hell’, can 
he find a definite answer; and if the 
answer, when it is found, is unsatisfac- 
tory, can he hope by any means to 
change it? 

May I tell you how I found the an- 
swer to these questions? 


I first went on active service before 
the war, when I was 24, but on that oc- 
casion did not get up to the fighting; and 
though the question of my soul’s salva- 
tion may have crossed my mind, it did 
not intrude itself sufficiently to call for 
a definite decision of any sort. 


A little more than a year later I once 
more found myself on active service, 
and this time I had to go through what, 
before the war, was considered very stiff 
fighting. | saw more than a tenth of my 
battalion killed and wounded in one day, 
a very large proportion being killed. On 
at least one occasion during that expe- 
dition I was in a situation where it 
seemed that there was no hope of getting 
out alive. 


I felt that in a few minutes I would 
be in the next world . . . then reinforce- 
ments arrived unexpectedly and I came 
out of the action unhurt, but could not 
get the memory of the escape out of my 
mind until I had deliberately said to my- 
self something like this: “Pll have to 
chance it. I know I am not ready to meet 
God, and if I begin to think about God 
and the judgment and the eternity be- 
fore me, it might make a coward of me. 


I simply dare not think of it.” 

Well, God is a God of mercy; and | 
came through that expedition and lived 
to go on service again when I was 30. 
But, in the meantime, the hardening 
process of the years had had its effect 
on me, and although | went through the 
same mental or spiritual experience as 
before, it was much less strongly marked 
and left me almost untouched. 

Two years later an opportunity once 
more occurred, and I volunteered for 
service and was accepted. Once more | 
found myself at the base; then at the 
advanced base. Once more | was ap- 
proaching the zone of operations, and 
might be getting under fire at any time. 
It was all familiar to me, and there was 
no experience likely to affect me more 
than what I had seen in the past. Indeed, 
this was a minor expedition, and most 
of the hard work had already been ac- 
complished so that | would see little or 
no fighting. 

But something which | could not de- 
fine called me to face the question of 
my soul’s welfare. It was in fact, God’s 
Spirit dealing with me in infinite mercy, 
and I there and then made up my mind 
that I would seek the way of salvation 
and would follow it, if I could find it. 

The expedition ended very soon after 
I got up, and I was granted leave to 
England. I went on living my usual life 
and made no change in any of my ways, 
but there was during all this time the 
determination that | would seek God's 
way of salvation. 

Soon after getting home, a well- 
known evangelist visited the town near 
where I lived. I went down to hear him, 
and sat drinking in every word. | heard 
the simple Old Story that I had known 
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as a matter of head knowledge from the 
time I had been a small child — that 
Christ, the Son of God, came to earth 
and died for sinners, and that all who 
believe on Him are saved from their sins 
and become the sons of God, with the 
possession of eternal life. No word of all 
that was spoken escaped my eager ears. 
| acknowledged that I was an unsaved 
sinner, and that God had shown me the 
greatest mercy in bringing me through 
to that hour. 

That night, on going to my room, | 
took my Bible—which indeed had al- 
ways been carried, but seldom or never 
read—and, opening it at the New Testa- 
ment, turned over the leaves until I came 
to the text, Romans 1:16: “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth.” I knew the 
way and was looking for some statement 
in the Word of God on which to hang 
my faith. 

Here it was. 

I knelt down at once and told God 
that I believed, and that I accepted His 
salvation. The scripture says, “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt 
be saved.” So I was saved! The gift of 
eternal life, given to those who believe 
on Him, was mine! 

Again | am at the front. 

Once more there is the knowledge of 
death flying all around, far more immi- 
nent than in the little expeditions of my 
past soldiering. But what a difference! 

No more “T'll chance it. If I stop a 
bullet and get put out, I will have to take 
what comes.” 


No more the shirking of the thought 
of God and of the judgment to come. 


Now God and the Lord Jesus are my 
comfort and stay. Now the thought of 
death has no terror of the future—even 
though the instinct of life makes me 
shrink from death; even though | dread 
the idea of leaving those who would 
grieve for me. It is but “to depart and 
to be with Christ, which is far better” 
(Philippians 1:23). It is to Christ I turn 
as I go forward when bullets are flying, 
with some silent prayer to the Saviour 
who has done so much for me in dying 
for me and redeeming me by His own 
blood (Ephesians 1 :7). 


What about you? 


When, after a time in quiet surround- 
ings, you go forward into action, there 
is a chance that you may never come 
back again. What is it you are risking? 
Is it no more than your body? No more 
than the pleasant world that God has 
given you to live in? 

Or is it your soul’s eternal welfare? 


To a man situated as you are, it is 
hardly necessary to say, “Do not de- 
lay.” And yet I do say it. Do not wait: 
When you have finished reading this, 
just turn to God, in the firing line or in 
the barracks—wherever you are—and 
tell Him that you repent to God for your 
sins and, confessing them to Him, be- 
lieve and receive the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who bore your sins in His body on the 
tree. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.” 


You, too, can rest confidently in this 
promise, as I do. 


owner 


A Christian business man (Robert G. LeTourneau) recently stated that 
he was ready to buy and equip 1,000 airplanes for missionary service when the 


war ends 
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Give flim Enough Fofe... 


That night the chapel at the large base camp was packed to the doors. The 
chaplain bad started bis address when suddenly a corporal—drunk—pushed bis 
way into the but, bawling a comic song at the top of bis voice. 


‘Shut up!” growled some of the men. 
“Throw bim out! urged others. 
“Leave bim alone, men,” said the chaplain. “Let's see what he'll do.” 


The drunken fellow stumbled up the narrow aisle between the men to the 
platform. “J can sing as well as any of you... and preach, too, gov'nor,” he added 
thickly as be caught sight of the chaplain. 


“Let's see what you can do,” answered the chaplain, to the astonishment of 
the men. 


With a broad grin the poor fellow climbed up on the platform. When at las! 
he stood before the crowd be leered, “Now, chaplain, what'll it be—a song, a 
sermon or da prayer?” 


Under a strong sense of inspiration, and figbting down bis natural repulsion 
at the idea, the chaplain replied, “You'd better pray, my son.” 


The man looked sobered for an instant, and then be sbut bis eyes. 

“Let us pray,” said the chaplain, and a bush fell over the room. 
Controlling bis speech with difficulty, the corporal began, ‘O God... .” 
There was a long silence. "O God... !" be started again. 


Then came a sob that rent the bearts of all. The fellow's head sank upon bis 
hands. He half-turned to the chaplain, whose arms were around him in an instant. 
‘I had a good mother, sir—once—she taught me...’ He could get no further. 


“Let us pray,” said the chaplain again, and be commended the man and bis 
comrades to the God of mercy who understands and who, in Christ, “was in all 
points tempted like as we, yet without sin.” 


There was no sermon that night—but the corporal's heart was given to Christ 
—and many another man's, too. 
—Ernest Lloyd in Reveille 
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Profile Whe De Things 


i die probably won't find Jim Rayburn 
spending much time wringing his 
hands and groaning about the juvenile 
delinquency problem. He’s too busy 
solving it. He and his 27 workers in the 
Young Life Campaign have made the 


methods of winning young people for 


Christ their lifetime study and business. 
Jim’s idea of reaching high school stu- 
dents is not a complicated system of les- 


son materials and guidebooks. His tech- 


nique is to talk simply, plainly and very 
earnestly about life—in language the 
“gang” understands. If the vocabulary 
involves a bit of slang not exactly ap- 
propriate to a Sunday morning worship 
service, it is not because of any lack of 
reverence, but rather a sincere desire to 
reach young people. That involves 
speaking the language with the proper 
idiom. 

The chief characteristic of all Young 








































Life effort is to make the gospel both 
simple and attractive. Meetings are short, 
never under any circumstances over an 
hour; the music is alive, and no lags are 
permitted in any part.of the evening. 
Workers who fail to hold audience in- 
terest are coached and drilled in all the 
small techniques that make the differ- 
ence between a dull exercise and a meet- 
ing full of vitality and happenings. The 
result is that on the night when Young 
Life meetings are held—usually once a 
week—the homes where “the gangs” 
meet are packed out with 20 to 100 high 
school students sitting all over the floor. 


The basic diet for the Young Lifers is 
a systematic study of the Bible and mem- 
orization of Bible verses. Some of these 
high school age young people have a 
better knowledge of the Bible than their 
pastors or Sunday school teachers. 


Certainly Rayburn’s madcap college 
days at Kansas State College and his 
Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity associations 
were no preparation for his present vo- 
cation! It was after his graduation—on 
a geology trip—that Jim Rayburn found 
Christ. Reared in a Christian home, he 
knew, intellectually at least, the way of 
salvation. One night, seated on a rock 
all alone in the moonlight high in the 
Colorado mountains he found the peace 
that his tumultuous heart had to have. 
He abandoned then his aspirations to be- 
come a civil engineer. 

One day, not long afterward, he dis- 
covered a book. Rummaging in a shack 
in a deserted copper mining town in 
Arizona, he picked up off the floor a 
dilapidated volume entitled “He That Is 
Spiritual,” by L. S. Chafer. Reading and 
rereading this textbook on the Spirit- 
filled life, Jim was led to make a series 








of decisions that altered his whole life 
and in time brought him to his present 
field of endeavors. 


Rayburn’s one idea now is to win 
high-schoolers to Christ and help them 
learn to live for Him. A good proportion 
of these kids being reached by the Cam- 
paign have no church background. Ray- 
burn says that their eagerness to hear 
and to believe the gospel is as uninhib- 
ited as that found among any other 
heathen. 


Up until now the main spheres of 
operation for the work of the Young Life 
Campaign are the Southwest and the 
state of Washington, with some small 
beginnings elsewhere. When the gaso- 
line rationing system is relaxed, new 
territories will be invaded. 

One of the most interesting features 
of Rayburn’s work is its ability to at- 
tract high school boys and win them to 
Christ. Girls are welcome to the meet- 
ings, too, and come in droves, but fre- 
quently they are outnumbered by boys 
—an unusual situation in present-day 
young people’s work. In one Texas high 
school last autumn the whole football 
squad turned out regularly to the weekly 
meetings. Before many weeks had passed 
several of these huskies were standing 
up to tell of their new-found faith in 
Christ. 

One explanation may be that all 
Young Life Campaign workers are them- 
selves young men. Most of them are 
fresh from seminary, and many have 
had some athletic experience during high 
school or college. All of them have two 
characteristics: they know Christ and 
they know young people. Their job is to 
introduce high school fellows and girls 
to their best friend—Jesus Christ. 





Science Doesn't Prove the Bible 


by John Brobeck, M.D., Ph.D. 


eee has been examined so 
often from the “scientific” point of 
view that most of us are weary of hear- 
ing the subject discussed. 


We are all well aware of the real or 
fancied controversy between science and 
the Bible, for we have encountered the 
argument both in our general education 
and in our religious training. We know, 
also, that attempts have been made to 
reconcile the opposing forces, as well as 
to settle the difficulty by declaring one 
or the other of the two opinions to be 
entirely without merit. 

With this background, it may be a 
little surprising to read, as you now do, 
that in spite of all the debate, the Chris- 
tian religion bas never been scientifically 
studied. In order to establish the truth 
of this statement, let us examine the mat- 
ter critically. 


Is Scripture Incredible? 


On the one hand, there are many who 
believe that by the use of the experi- 
mental method, knowledge has now ad- 
vanced so far that the claim that Chris- 
tianity is based upon an infallible, divine 
revelation can no longer be accepted. 
This school finds incredible the literal 


SS 


John Brobeck is in a position to write on this 
highly controversial issue, being both scholar 
and evangelical Christian. His present posi 
lion is instructor in physiology, Vale Univer- 
sity School of Medicine. Dr. Brobeck is a 
graduate of Wheaton College (B.S., '36) 
Northwestern University (M.S.,'37 and Ph.D 
39) and Vale University (M.D., '43). 
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interpretation of the miraculous events 
recorded in the Bible, and holds that all 
such events must be impossible because, 
in our experience, matter and energy 
react in so consistent a manner as to 
enable us to formulate natural laws. That 
Christianity may have a certain value, 
this position may admit; but the divine 
act of creation, the virgin birth and the 
resurrection of Christ as recorded in 
scripture are regarded as impossible. 


What Science Cannot Do 


On the other hand, there are those 
who believe that the controversy is mere- 
ly the fabrication of the minds of those 
who blindly devote themselves to “sci- 
ence, falsely so-called.” Many intelligent 
Christians who have embraced this idea 
sincerely believe that the opposition is 
uninformed or misled, and that men of 
science who are also Christians have 
been able to answer all of the skepticism 
of their unbelieving colleagues. 


Upon careful review, however, both 
of these positions appear to be without 
adequate foundation. 


To the unbelieving scientist it needs 
to be pointed out that science can seldom 
prove that something cannot occur. The 
investigator is only able to say that, un- 
der the conditions of the experiment, he 
obtained a given result. There is there- 
fore the possibility that, were the experi- 
mental conditions exactly reproduced, 
the miracles of the Bible would inevit- 
ably happen. Our inability to work such 
wonders may depend simply upon our 
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failure to understand the materials, 
forces and environments involved. 


To those who believe that all anti- 
scriptural arguments have been an- 
swered satisfactorily by Christians, it 
needs to be pointed out that all criticism 
against the Bible cannot be answered; 
for our knowledge is not yet sufficiently 
complete. And, furthermore, the major- 
ity of the unbelieving scientists are of 
better than average intelligence, well in- 
formed and, in many cases, quite willing 
to accept whatever evidence is available. 
But in some cases the evidence to sup- 
port our Christian view isn’t available 
yet. 

What are we to conclude? Just this: 
that apart from the science of archaeol- 
ogy (which has in a large measure sub- 
stantiated the historical record of the 
Bible), the Christian religion has not 
been examined from a scientific—an ex- 
perimental—point of view. 





Study of this type bas not been made 
because of the nature of the problem and 
because of the requirements of the scien 
lific method. 

Investigators in every field of natural 
science depend heavily upon two attri- 
butes of the phenomena they study. The 
first of these is reproducibility—the 
quality which makes it possible for any 
one investigator to perform an experi- 
ment time after time, recording data 
which may eventually lead to significant 
conclusions. 

In certain fields this process is easier 
than in others. In astronomy, for exam- 
ple, one man may not be able to study 
a given phenomenon more than once. In 
such an event he relies upon the work of 
other investigators who have made con- 


temporaneous observations or who noted 
the phenomenon upon other occasions. 


But whether it be easy or difficult to 
repeat the experiment, science advances 
only upon the verified data recorded by 
those who use the experimental method. 

The second important attribute of 
successful experimentation is measure- 
ment. It has even been claimed that sci- 
ence cannot exist apart from the reduc- 
tion of phenomena to quantities that can 
be counted in length, or volume, or 
weight, or on some other scale. Investi- 
gative genius often shows itself in the 
design of an experiment, in the finesse 
with which arrangements are made for 
taking measurements. 


Immediately we can see why a scien- 
tific study of our Christian religion has 
not been made, since there is at the 
present time no way in which the records 
and events in question can be forced to 
comply with the need of the scientist for 
a reproducible experiment. The creation 
of the world and of life upon it, for in- 
stance, is not now capable of being re- 
produced at will. The same is true of 
the virgin birth and the resurrection of 
the Lord, as well as of other miracles. 


Future Possibilities 


But, although these miracles cannot 
now be duplicated for study, one should 
not conclude that the situation will al- 
ways be as it is; for man may eventu- 
ally learn a great deal more about these 
phenomena than he now knows. Astron- 
omers may one day be able to study the 
formation of other worlds not unlike the 
earth; and the chemist is already bril- 
liantly investigating organizations of 
matter with characteristics at once living 
and non-living. 
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“New Birth” Can Be Studied 

But there is recorded in the Bible one 
miracle which has been repeatedly ob- 
served and which is, within certain lim- 
its, available for study just now. The 
Lord Jesus Christ spoke of “new birth” 
as a miracle, something which the schol- 
ar of His day could not understand be- 
cause it involved the mediation of the 
Holy Spirit (John 3:5-8). It would be 
presumptuous to suggest that the modern 
scholar will any better comprehend the 
activity of the Spirit. But the important 
fact remains: Here is a miracle which 
takes place in our time and which may 
be subject to experimental study. 


Along what line should this study be 
undertaken? Perhaps by investigation of 
the change in behavior of the individual 
who experiences the new birth. The 
apostle Paul wrote (Galatians 5 :19-23) 
that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness and temperance. 
These are in contrast to the works of 
the flesh, which are hatred, wrath, strife, 
envyings, murders, lasciviousness, here- 
sies, emulations, drunkenness, and oth- 
ers. It may be possible to use the differ- 
ence between the behavior of the Chris- 
tian and that of the unbeliever as a be- 
ginning for an experimental study of the 
Christian religion. 


If such a study be undertaken, the 
quantitative nature of the scientific 
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method will immediately become a con- 
sideration of first importance. A serious 
difficulty will undoubtedly arise because 
it is now impossible to measure human 
behavior. We have no adequate scale by 
which to quantitate love, hate, joy, sor- 
row, peace, conflict or any of the other 
patterns in question. 


Moreover, the selection of control 
material for this experiment will con- 
stitute an all but insurmountable obsta- 
cle. For the observations will be valid 
only when contrasted to comparable 
data obtained under identical circum- 
stances on individuals differing from the 
experimental group in only one way— 
the absence of the new birth. Human ex- 
perimentation is notably difficult for this 
very reason, and in this problem in par- 
ticular the matter must receive careful 
attention. 


There remains the possibility, never- 
theless, that there may be discovered a 
method for measuring human reactions. 
With such a technique, well-controlled 
data eventually may be secured and 
there may be provided a means for ex- 
perimental study of the Christian re- 
ligion. 


Until this is accomplished, however, 
we must avoid wishful thinking and must 
recognize that science has neither proved 
nor disproved the validity of the basic 
principles of our faith. 
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The course at the aviation preflight school in Santa Ana, Calif... is said to 
be rather difficult. During a class, a cadet dropped a pencil. After retrieving it 
from the floor, be turned to his classmate and asked, ‘“What was that the 


teacher said? 


The other cadet gaped at him and said, ‘“What did he SAV?“Why, you 


just missed a year of college algebra!” 
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OREGON COLLEGE OF 
Monmouth—A burden for witnessing to un- 


EDUCATION, 


saved 


students is finding expression. Two 
girls are moving into a college house so they 
may be able to reach others; some, living off 
campus, bring their lunches twice a week so 
they can eat lunch with other outside stu- 
dents, learning memory verses while they eat; 
the Bible studies in house groups are being 
well received, and occasional social evenings 
have proved a means of effective contact. 


UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE med group— 
A copy of His Triumph (a university edition 
of the Gospel of John) and a testimony of 
Dr. Howard Kelly are being given to all the 
graduating class and to all the incoming class. 
The latter also received a letter from the 
group inviting the class to the meetings. 


MONTHLY MEETINGS — Portland nearly 
doubled its attendance at the second meeting. 
Dr. George Lee, 84-year-old Christian patri- 
arch, brought the message and later played 
the piano tor a “sing.” A new monthly meet- 
ing at Dallas, Texas, has proved a blessing 
and, in spite of obstacles, has been launched 
to a good start. 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN COLLEGE, Mount 
Pleasant—Latest word from this campus in- 
cludes report of three students who have 
come to know the Lord as Saviour during the 
last two months. D.p.m.’s have become so 
large that it seemed wise to break them up, 
and consequently there are five groups meet- 
ing daily for prayer. 


I. V. C. F. TEXAS CONFERENCE—Plans 
have been laid to hold this conference May 
6 and 7 near Austin, Texas. A number of 
contacts have been made with Navy V-12 
students, and prayer is asked that the Lord 
may bring the right speakers and may use the 
entire time to His glory. 


WASHINGTON STATE—Beside regular d. 
p.m.’s and a Wednesday night Bible study 
reaching over 30 students, several smaller 
groups meet for Bible study and evening de- 
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votions in various college houses. One such 
group, meeting twice a week, reaches 40 girls 


WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY—D.p.m.’s are 
exceptionally well attended. Since there are 
so many new students attending, the devo- 
tions are largely along evangelistic lines, and 
at least one conversion has come as the re- 
sult of these meetings. 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA had its 
Inter-Varsity spring rally on April 15. The 
theme for the rally was “Effective Christian 
Witness,”’ with the two main speakers of the 
day, Rev. I. V. Neprash and Dr. Francis 
Steele, speaking on “Witness in Russia and 
Eastern Europe” and “The True Witness of 
the Bible” respectively. 


CLIFF BENSON, formerly of the University 
Christian Union, University of Washington, 
now pilots a B-24. He has maintained a true 
Christian testimony. The crew, in his honor, 
have named their plane “Pistol Packing Par- 
son. 


The TEACHERS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
of Montreal invited the Nurses Christian Fel- 
lowship to their monthly meeting in March. 
Keith Yonge showed his technicolored pic- 
tures of Labrador. Nurses and teachers not 
familiar with T. C. F. and N. C. F. 
tacted through this effort. 


were con- 


The weekly Bible study group at QUEENS 
has recently completed their study of the 
Gospel of John, with real benefit. Though 
their Bible study program is finished for the 
year, they plan to continue d.p.m.’s. 


STANFORD UNIVERSITY began the year 
with half a dozen members, now has 25 meet- 
ing weekly for Bible study, including many 
A. S. T. P. men. MODESTO chapter meets 
for weekly Bible study and is planning to 
begin d.p.m.’s soon. U. C. L. A. (Koinonia) 
prayer meetings are held out on the campus 
when weather permits. 
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SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA INSTI- 
TUTE—The chapter reports a time of spir- 
itual revival and renewed interest. An “indoor 
picnic,” and Open House following registra- 
tion and a special Sunday meeting at which 
staff member Herb Butt was the speaker re- 
sulted in 15 new students contacted. 


PVT. FRANCIS CRISCI, former I.V.C.F. 
member, writes from “‘somewhere in Ireland” 
that the Lord is blessing his work as a chap- 
lain’s assistant. While aboard ship he met a 
British Christian engaged in giving out tracts, 
and through this contact they began a daily 
prayer meeting. He expected to visit England 
last month and have fellowship with the I.V.F. 
group at Cambridge. 


HARVARD—Ray Strong, president of the 
Inter-Varsity chapter, writes that God has, 
in direct answer to prayer, revived a work 
that had almost ceased to exist last summer. 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA Christian 
Fellowship League is planning a Spring Re- 
treat on May 6th and 7th at Lake Indepen- 
dence. Speakers will be Rev. Paul Beckwith, 
Rev. G. W. Busse and Mr. Paul Lindell. Ac- 
tivities of the last few weeks have included 
an evangelistic meeting addressed by Paul 
Voronaeff, noted Russian evangelist, author 
and world traveler, a Saturday night sleigh 
ride, and a week-end of missionary emphasis 
with Raymond Joyce, Inter-Varsity Mission- 
ary Secretary. 


UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFOR- 
NIA meets weekly for Bible study. D.p.m.’s 
are to be restarted soon. PASADENA JUN- 
IOR COLLEGE continues to have large num- 
bers out for a weekly Bible study at 9:50 
A. M. Friday mornings during assembly pe- 
riod. Prayer meetings are getting started sev- 
eral times a week. LOS ANGELES CITY 
COLLEGE has a luncheon meeting each Fri- 


Miss Margaret Haines 
156 West School Lane 
Germantown 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


day noon, also working toward more frequent 
prayer meetings. 


At time of this issue, STACEY WOODS is 
in the midst of a tour of Latin-American 
countries, making a survey of universities and 
colleges to estimate the possibility of expand- 
ing the I. V. C. F. into these schools, Coun- 
tries he will be visiting this month are Guate- 
mala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Colom- 
bia, Jamaica and Cuba. Much and continuous 
intercessory prayer is asked that the Lord 
may bless in the contacts made and guide in 
decisions which will be made. 


‘HIS is pleased to welcome the Rice Bible 


Forum, of RICE INSTITUTE, Houston, Tex- 
as, as an affiliated chapter of the I. V. C. F., 
and wishes this group God’s richest blessing 
in witnessing for Christ. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA Bible 
League held its annual Intercollegiate Con- 
ference at Mt. Hermon. About 50 students 
attended the two-day conference, a number 
of them non-Christians. Staff member Irene 
Webster-Smith and a local pastor were the 
main speakers, and a time of real blessing 
was reported by all those present. 


Something new in the way of a “graduate- 
monthly meeting” combination idea has been 
worked out for DETROIT, Michigan, the first 
meeting being scheduled for the first week of 
May. April 22 and 23 were the dates for the 
Michigan-Ohio conference at Jackson, Michi- 
gan. 


As the result of the Religious Emphasis Week 
on the UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE cam- 
pus, a Wednesday night prayer meeting was 
started. 
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